
Camden Historic Resources Committee Minutes 
Tuesday, June 11, 2019 

Walsh History Center, CP Library, 4 p.m. 
 
Call to Order: 4 p.m. 
Members Present: Pat Skaling (RM), Judy McGuirk (RM), Chris Fasoldt (RM), Rosalee Glass 
(RM), Dawna Pine (RM), Susan Neves (RM), Beedy Parker (ALT), Eileen Kurtis-Kleinman (ALT) 
Select Board Liaison: Alison McKellar 
Walsh History Center Liaison: Ken Gross 
Volunteers: Mike Skaling, Dennis McGuirk 
 
Secretary’s Report/ Review of Minutes: Minutes approved as written. 
 
Chair’s Report: Pat Skaling is stepping down as committee chair, having served two years. 
Judy McGuirk is stepping down as secretary, having served two years. Both will continue to 
serve on the committee as members. The committee applauds both Pat and Judy for the 
tremendous work they did and are very pleased that they will continue to be a part of the 
committee. The committee now needs a new chair and secretary for July 2019-June 2020.   
Committee agreed to take July off and resume in August. 
 
Pat reviewed the projected committee goals (our Work Plan) submitted to the Town Office in 
July 2018.  All goals have been addressed; most are in progress or have been accomplished: 

• Demolition delay ordinance is currently under discussion with town Planning Board 
• Nomination and successful listing of WWI Memorial Tower on Mt. Battie on the National 

Register of Historic Places 
• Hans Heistad and State Park research and nomination for National Register: on hold 
• Curtis Island window restoration: nearly complete 
• Scanning Camden town records: in progress 
• Historic plaques for Camden Homes: well underway with solid increase in number of 

homes with plaques 
• Historic District signage: in progress 

 
Pat reminded members with expiring terms to complete the paperwork sent by Janice Esancy, 
Town Manager’s Assistant, if seeking reappointment.  Papers need to reach Janice by June 30.  
 
The committee agreed to continue its $50 yearly membership to Maine Preservation, pending a 
discussion with Audra.  Maine Preservation is a non-profit which offers advice and assessment 
relating to restoration of historic and/or endangered buildings.  
 
Pat mentioned that committee members might find joining the Camden Rockport Historical 
Society of interest.  Membership is $35 for an individual. 
 
Village Green: Judy McGuirk reported that on May 20, Camden Garden Club raked, weeded, 
pruned and edged the two Village Green beds. Two bushes did not survive the winter and will 



be replaced by the Garden Club.  On May 24, the Club spread eight yards of compost on beds, 
costing $657.38. Next workday is scheduled for June 17, 2019. 
 
On June 10, Judy observed that a very large number of fresh leaves had dropped from the 
Green Ash trees.  Beedy followed up, consulting arborists who concluded that the dramatic 
defoliation was the result of a fungus caused by the wet weather. The weather-related fungus 
should resolve in a year. Judy also observed that the hemlock trees appear to have woolly 
adelgid insects. The trees are too tall to spray. Judy emailed Camden’s tree warden, Rick 
Seibel, to advise how to treat lower limbs. Judy reported the water system is now working well.  
 
The new Camden Garden Club Village Green Co-Chairs have been selected: 
Barbara McNulty - bmcnweb@gmail.com (Thomaston) 
Sherry James - sjamessail@yahoo.com (Cushing) 
 
Camden Historic Walking Map: Judy distributed copies of Susan Mustapich’s Village Soup 
June 1 article announcing the availability of the 2019 edition of the Camden walking map at the 
Chamber of Commerce and the installation of an updated map on the Mechanic Street wall of 
French & Brawn.  
 
Select Board Liaison’s Report: Alison McKellar 

• Alison reported on Build Maine’s conference, June 3-6, in Lewiston, for which Camden 
was a major sponsor and Town Manager Audra Caler-Bell, the moderator. Several 
Camden Planning Board and Select Board members attended. Camden worked 
successfully with Build Maine in the past; working with Build Maine in the future would 
help as well, i.e. offering resources to fund preservation projects, articulating the 
environmental/recycling benefits of historic preservation, suggesting ways a town can 
invite economic growth without sacrificing its historic character. Alison to follow up. 

 
• Alison reported that the Planning and Select Boards were talking through the demolition 

delay process. How to construct approval? How to organize review process? Planning 
Board members were interested and needed more information.  

 
• Lyman Morse at Wayfarer Marine has submitted a demolition application for the last 

remaining red shed in the harbor, 17 Sea Street. Hearing on Thursday, June 13, 2019.  
 

• The Town is now considering the findings presented in a May 3, 2019, 
feasibility/alternative analysis report concerning future plans for the Megunticook River’s 
Montgomery Dam in downtown Camden. Ecological and environmental concerns are 
shaping discussions as is the cost of addressing these issues.  

 
• Alison reported the Town now owns the house on the corner of Spruce and Willow 

Streets. Plans are being discussed about its future.  The HR Committee was not aware 
that this building was an issue; the Committee will look into the house history. 

 

mailto:bmcnweb@gmail.com
mailto:sjamessail@yahoo.com


• Alison reported that “Museum in the Street” has sparked enthusiasm among Select 
Board members. Discussion ensued, and HRC members explained that the committee 
had considered the MIS program and for several reasons, had decided to explore other 
options. The Committee is very much in favor of historic signage and would like to work 
with the town in developing signage that makes Camden’s history accessible - currently 
exploring several options.  HRC has some funds budgeted for signs, but not nearly 
enough if the Town is considering a large project like “Museum in the Street”.  

 
• The Town would like HRC to stream its monthly meetings. Alison will try to set up 

streaming equipment at the History Center but if that solution does not work, future 
meetings may be scheduled in the John French Room at the Town Office. Committee 
members were not enthusiastic; they expressed a desire to continue to meet at the 
History Center.  Committee members felt the streaming/recording might make more 
sense when we become a Commission. 

 
Opera House: Dave Morrison has applied to Maine Community Foundation Belvedere Funds 
for a grant to repair roof, leaks, masonry. Grant application was submitted in June. 
 
Curtis Island Windows:  Mike Skaling reported window restoration project almost complete; 
Only the exterior painting of the window frames needs to be done-waiting on painter. 
 
Historic Homes sub-committee: 
Results of canvassing homes in the High St. and Chestnut St. Historic Districts resulted in 15 
plaques ordered:  9 for High St. and 6 for Chestnut St. (These were for homes which had 
already been approved back when the Historic Districts were established, but for some reason 
the plaques had never been ordered or they had been lost or removed.) 
 
Canvassing on streets not in the designated historic districts has begun on Elm, Union, Pearl 
Mountain, and others.  Homeowners have been very receptive and happy to accept applications 
to order plaques. To date, we have received 5 orders.  
 
Hoping to generate interest and bring awareness to the plaque project, Pat had confirmed with 
editor of the Camden Herald to submit feature articles entitled “Homes with History,” which they 
would run when space allowed. The first installments about “Mountain Arrow” House and “Sam 
Adams House” on High St. were submitted months ago and have, as yet, not been run.    She 
has e-mailed Dan Dunkle and hopes to see an article soon.  
 
Other Historic Properties/Districts: 
 
10 Bayview Street Nomination for Historic Register (former Camden Herald office): 
Application for nomination was approved by Maine Historic Preservation Commission.  Pat will 
meet with the owners on July 3 when they’re in Camden to answer questions and see how they 
wish to proceed with application paperwork. 



Jacobs Avenue developments:  Ann Wiegand e-mailed that she will begin her work again 
when she completes another project.   
 
Signs for Historic Districts: Great Fire District Sign: Dennis McGuirk and Mike Skaling have 
been working on the visual representation and text for the Great Fire Historic District sign.  Draft 
example was circulated. They will continue refining for next meeting.  Possible sites for the sign 
were briefly discussed.  Mike and Dennis will follow-up. 
 
Expansion of Historic Districts: Discussion of town-wide survey of Camden’s historic 
resources as recommended in the Comprehensive Plan- postponed until next meeting 
 
Demolition Notification and Delay Ordinance:  May 16 presentation to the Planning Board by 
Jeremy Martin, Planning and Development Director and Pat Skaling, HRC Chair, outlining the 
need for a demolition notification and delay ordinance was well-received.  YouTube video of 
HRC presentation is accessible by searching on www.YouTube.com using “Camden Maine 
Planning Board meeting May 16, 2019” 
 
Discussion Historic Preservation Awards: Chris, Rosalee, and Pat shared a draft of a 
potential historic preservation awards program for Camden.  As the meeting was running late, 
the draft proposal was distributed to members for consideration and discussion will be on the 
August agenda. 
 
Mill Walking Tour: Jennifer Healy and Pat met with Geoff Scott of the Pathways Committee to 
share Jennifer’s idea for a self-guided river/mill walk.  Geoff was very supportive.  He said the 
development and completion of the Riverwalk path is going to take time, but he was enthusiastic 
about Jennifer’s developing a walking tour using the town-end of the walking path.  Jennifer is 
continuing to develop the walk and map. 
 
 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Eileen Kurtis-Kleinman 
Substituting Secretary 
 
 
Next meeting – August 13. @ 4:00p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 


